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Introduction

Semiotics is an integral aspect of learning that enables individuals to study the sign process and create meaning. Semiotic traditions stress on the study of signs to create meaning out of them (Sonesson, 2014). Most times, beginners use the Saussurean model for effective learning. The relational system is the most effective in creating understanding. The study helps in explaining different cultures.  The signifier is the form taken by a sign whereas the signified is the concept (Sonesson, 2014). The two elements are used in the Saussurean model. Some cultures that have customs in Saudi Arabia and the United States can be studied and compared through various aspects. These two cultures can be studied using the concept of relativism. Through this concept, all cultures are viewed to be worthy with an equal value. The Piercian model in semiotics gives a sign three elements. Elements include the sign representation, the semiotic object and the meaning (Sonesson, 2014). The concept of relativism is essential because it encourages individuals to respect cultural diversity in the society. In this case, cultures of both Saudi Arabia and USA are different in aspects that entail religion in leadership. This paper compares the culture of Saudi Arabia and the United States using cultural relativism and explains why the Saudi Arabian system is the most preferred.
The Saudi Arabian Culture

The Saudi Arabian culture has a rich Islamic heritage with a population majority of Arabs. Being the first region to experience the Islamic religion, the country is predominantly Islam. Research statistics indicate that 90% of Saudi Arabia’s population comprises of Arabs (Bowen, 2014). The remaining 10% includes Asians and other minor communities. The society in Arabia has evolved culturally through the mode of dressing, modernization and forms of ruling. The country mainly comprises of Muslims therefore the Islamic mode of dressing is embraced widely. Also, increased modernization makes the Saudi Arabian culture full of cultural exhibitions to other countries around the world. The language used in the country is mainly Arabic which developed from the Arabian Peninsula (Bowen, 2014). Over time, increased civilization made the Arabic language the national language of the country. Saudi Arabia practices both Islamic and Arabic traditions and customs. Most times, celebrations take place during the holy month of Ramadhan and the season of Hajj (Bowen, 2014). The first event is celebrated after the fasting period whereas the second is a religious pilgrimage to Mecca. In all aspects, the Saudi Arabian culture is very conservative in comparison to other countries.
The Saudi Arabian leadership culture
The culture of leadership in Saudi Arabia is a monarchy having the king as the head of state. In Arabia, the monarchial system allows the king to serve as both the head of state and the head of the government (Bowen, 2014).  Also, the aspect of religion is used as a primary factor in ruling. In this case, the Islamic Koran acts as the constitution. Therefore, the methods of ruling in Arabia are directly derived from the values stated in the Koran. Leadership in Saudi Arabia entails the full participation of the royal family and the absence of political parties (Bowen, 2014). There are no political parties in Arabia because political officials appoint their chosen leaders to govern various areas within the society. Religious beliefs guide leaders in the country through the ‘Madhab’ which is the school of the Islamic law (Bowen, 2014). Due to this factor, most of the Saudi Arabians who entail the ‘Sunni’ adhere to these laws. The ‘Shia’ group which is the minority does not practice customs embraced by the Sunni in Saudi Arabia.
The culture of the United States

The American culture entails European customs and traditions practiced in the country. Although the country is full of western customs and traditions, its culture is distinct with various multicultural aspects. Some aspects of the American culture entail the customs from the native Americas, Latin Americans and Asian Americans (Fraser, 2017). These different groups provide particular aspects of the American culture. The American culture has roots from the English settlers during the colonial American period. Notably, the culture of the United States considers English as the primary language although other regions speak other languages. In Hawaii, the major languages are Hawaiian and English (Rubinstein, 2018). Other regions speak Spanish, French and German. Due to increased diversity in the country, the American culture is filled with different customs and traditions from the stated communities (Quin, 2015).  In this case, the mode of dressing is varied depending on values, customs and religious beliefs of particular groups living in the country.
The American leadership culture
The American ruling culture is emphatic on the presidential system of government that elects members from both houses. In this case, the country has a culture of going to the polls every four years to elect the president that governs the state (Fraser, 2017). Unlike the monarchial system of leadership in Arabia, the method of ruling in America includes political parties. Here, both the Republican and the Democrat parties take part in elections and the overall governing of the state (Quin, 2015). It is essential to point out that the form of ruling in the United States uses the constitution and the law statutes to provide leadership. The two sources are effective guiding principles to leaders who govern citizens in the nation. Also, religion in the United States is a universal factor that guides individuals in particular cultures. Notably, the United States provides freedom to everyone to practice any religions they wish to without any limitations (Fraser, 2017). Therefore, in America, the culture of ruling is central to the system of presidency with elections held after every four years.
Cultural relativism in Saudi Arabian and American cultures
Basing on cultural relativism, both Saudi Arabia and America have distinct cultures that are different from each other. Saudi Arabia is a predominant Islamic country that embraces Islamic principles in governing the nation (Bowen, 2014). The United States on the other hand is different because it has many different cultures that use their own values and beliefs. Therefore, basing on the concept of relativism, the Saudi Arabian culture should not be judged in comparison to the European culture. In this case, the Saudi Arabian culture of adhering to Islamic principles as stated in the Koran is considered worthy and valuable because of its right in Saudi Arabia (Simons, 2016). Regarding culture, the American tradition is also regarded as a valuable one because it is considered right among those living in the United States. Therefore, relativism as a concept regards both cultures as valuable ones because their rightness cannot be judged in comparison to a different culture other than their own (Rubinstein, 2018).  In this case, judgments on the two cultures cannot be given against their criteria.
The concept of relativism in both Arabian and American cultures applies through particular beliefs and values embraced in both communities. Saudi Arabian cultures emphasize on the need to embrace the Islamic laws while the Western cultures emphasize on the need to follow statutes stated in the constitution (Rubinstein, 2018).  By looking at both cultures, a notable difference exists. In this case, relativism is embraced in an instance where the Arabian cultures are more conservative regarding women (Bowen, 2014). In the United States, women have the freedom and choice to dress as they wish and take part in activities perceived to be done by men. Here, the concept of relativism is important because the Arabian culture cannot be judged in relation to the American culture. The judgment on the culture is minimized because according to the Arabian culture, the practice is right and acceptable (Simons, 2016).  Also, the western culture cannot be judged because relativism views all cultures as valuable and worthy. Therefore, the Arabian culture is considered worthy among Saudi Arabians while the American culture is valuable among the Americans.
Applications of religion in ruling in Saudi Arabia and America
Religion is applied in ruling in Saudi Arabia using the Koran constitution and Islamic laws stated in the country. In Saudi Arabia, religion is used where the leaders use the Islamic Koran as the constitution (Bowen, 2014). In this case, the Koran acts as a guide because it has laws that guide conduct. Religion is an important factor used in ruling in Saudi Arabia because the king and other leaders follow the Islamic laws written in the Koran. Using these methods, religion is applied in ruling in Saudi Arabia. Also, religion is used in a case where leaders practice Islam and encourage Muslim women to remain conservative and live according to the principles stated in the Koran (Baamir, 2016). Therefore, religion is widely used in ruling. Regarding religion, Saudi Arabia uses Islam as the primary foundation of ruling principles in the country. In this case, the leaders embrace Islamic religion as they govern their people in the country. Through these methods, leaders use Islam to rule their people (Baamir, 2016). 
Religion is applied in America in ruling through the freedom given to all leaders and citizens to practice any religion that they wish. Due to many communities living in the country, religion is used in ruling in cases where leaders rule according to a particular religion involving Christianity (Fraser, 2017).  Therefore, in America, religion affects the ruling because the president and other leaders use religious principles to rule their people. Most times, the aspect of religion is used in ruling because the leaders swear oaths using Holy books to give a pact on things they should do (Fraser, 2017).  The American system on ruling uses religion through the activities conducted by the government to the American citizens. Basing on religious concepts, leaders have to be loyal to their oaths and protect their people. Therefore, the American president uses religion as a guide in making decisions that affect the country positively. Through these methods, religion is used in ruling in the United States. Religion remains an important factor in ruling in the United States.
Reasons why the Saudi Arabian system is liked more

I like the Saudi Arabian system more because the culture is more conservative and religious which encourages morality in Saudi Arabian citizens. The Saudi Arabian system is the most preferred because the culture of the country is predominantly Islamic which is very conservative (Bowen, 2014). Also, the Saudi Arabian system is highly preferred since the Islamic religion instills discipline in the people and guides their morality. Most times, there is decency because the women dress in a conservative and respectful manner. Due this factor, the system is considered as the best. Also, the system in Arabia is liked more because of the use of religion in ruling. By using religion in ruling; the leaders embrace morality in their leadership and strive to rule their people well (Bowen, 2014).  Therefore, and the system is liked. There is much liking for the Arabian system because religion is a primary factor used to rule. The use of the Koran as the constitution makes the country religious and conservative in nature. Therefore, the system is liked more.
The Saudi Arabian system is liked more because the monarchial system of ruling is good and it reduces political tension in the country. The Saudi Arabian system of ruling has the king as the head of the state and the government in the country (Bowen, 2014).  Through this system, the country is rued effectively because there are no political parties in the country. The king is assisted by officials and other leaders who ensure that activities run smoothly in the country. Also, the monarchial system is beneficial because it helps in reducing cases of political tension in the country (Bowen, 2014).  This system is liked more because it reduces instances of elections that lead to war incase political parties fail to win in elections. Therefore, the Arabian system is liked more because it is effective in reducing instances of political wars arising from political parties. In this case, the system is the most preferred.
Ways in which the Saudi Arabian system is more beneficial

The Saudi Arabian system more beneficial through the use of conservative cultures and religion in ruling the country. This system is liked more because it benefits the nation by using cultures that help in the progress of the nation. Here, the Arabian system benefits the citizens because it stresses on cultures that maintain morality and respect in the community (Bowen, 2014).  The method of ruling is important in making the country more ethical. Also, much benefit is realized because the leaders emphasize the need to follow the Islamic laws. The use of religion in the ruling of the country is beneficial through the Islamic laws. In this case, there is much benefit because religious principles are used to govern the country. The use of religion makes the country more progressive and successful in the long run (Bowen, 2014).  Ultimately, there is much gin to the Saudi Arabians in the country.
Summary

Semiotics is an important element in the study and interpretation of signs. The concept of relativism regards all cultures as worthy and valuable. Through relativism, both the Saudi Arabian and American cultures are studied. America and Saudi Arabia use different cultures in ruling. Saudi Arabia incorporates Islam into leadership by using the Koran as the constitution. The Western culture on the other hand uses varied cultures from many groups living in the country. The system of ruling in Arabia is monarchial while in America it is the residential method. The Saudi Arabian system is liked more because it is conservative with religious principles. The system in Arabia is beneficial through the monarchial system that reduces political tension. Also, it benefits the citizens through the aspect of religion in ruling.
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